News-Gazette Commentary

On October 7, 2005, the Champaign County Chamber of Commerce board of directors adopted a resolution that opposes local government banning smoking in private business.  As one of our primary purposes, the Champaign County Chamber of Commerce monitors the actions of local, state and federal government to ensure a pro-business climate.  Because it is within our mission to provide decisive action so that business in our community thrives, the Chamber board determined it was necessary to weigh in on this issue.  

All chambers of commerce play a role in protecting the main principles of the free enterprise system.  These five main principles are the freedom to choose our own businesses, 

the right to own private property, the profit motive, competition and consumer sovereignty.  Our Chamber is concerned that local government will be infringing upon the principles of the free enterprise system by mandating the workplace policies of private business.

Prior to issuing the resolution, the Champaign County Chamber of Commerce board of directors followed its due process of polling its membership and then weighing the membership’s responses against the best interest of Champaign County’s business climate.  Several weeks ago, we polled our membership (1100 businesses in Champaign County).  We asked, "As a business owner/manager do you support the local municipalities banning smoking for restaurant, bars and all commercial property?"  Roughly 40 percent of our membership responded.  66.59 percent of the members voted yes; and 33.41 percent voted no.  
 
We followed the poll with a second survey.  In the second survey, we phrased the question differently. The question was, "The policy regarding smoking in a private business should be decided by …, " followed with the choices of Government, Business Owners or Other.  With almost an identical amount of people responding to the second poll as the first, 21.9 percent felt that Government should decide; 70.9 percent believe that Business owners should decide and 12 percent listed other (most listed both should work together or by voter referendum).  What became clear to the Chamber board upon analyzing the results of the two surveys is that most of our members want smoke-free environments, but they are also overwhelmingly opposed to the Government interfering with their rights as private business owners to establish operational policies for their own business.

In the Chamber’s resolution, the Champaign County Chamber of Commerce board of directors acknowledges that tobacco smoking is a serious health hazard -- both to smokers and to none -smokers.  The Board of Directors also encourages all businesses to provide a safe smoke-free work environment for their employees.  However, the Champaign County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors opposes the adoption of a smoking ban mandate.  This mandate infringes upon the principles of our Free Enterprise System. Government must uphold these principles by respecting the rights of private property owners, business owners and consumers.  Ultimately, the consumers will determine whether Champaign County should be smoke free or not.
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